Historical Interiors & Architecture : 

Preservation, Restoration & Adaptive Reuse - A New Orleans Case Study

~ Course Outline ~
8:00 - 10:00
Overview of New Orleans Architecture and Interiors



A general examination the city's architectural styles and Interiors from colonial times to present day and how the influence of numerous ethnic groups as well as national and international trends produced an architectural gumbo,

10:00 - 10:15
Break 
10:15. -12:30
Colonial Era


Colonial era architecture and interiors will be examined in detail, with the restoration/renovation of three buildings used as case studies:

1. The Pitot House, a 1799 residence that was moved and restored as a house museum. We will review the issues involved in the relocation of a historic structure.

2. The Cabildo, the 1799 Spanish city hall where the 1803 Louisiana Purchase transfer took place, now a state museum that suffered a disastrous fire in 1988. The restoration procedure, including the process of determining the period to which the building should be restored, will be explained.

3. 722 Toulouse, an 1800 Spanish era townhouse, adaptively reused as a support facility for the Historic New Orleans Collection. Code issues for the renovation of historic structures will be examined.

12:30 - 1:30
Lunch 
1:30 -3:00
Federal and Greek Revival




 The era from 1803 to 1850 will be discussed in detail, using the following case studies.

1. Beauregard-Keyes House, an 1826 Federal-style house that was once the residence of Civil War General P.G.T. Beauregard, and later the home of Frances Keyes, author of Dinner at Antoine's. Historic Structure and Cap Grant reports will also be discussed.

2. Hermann-Grima House, an 1831 Federal-style residence that has been authentically restored and furnished. We will discuss the restoration of the house and the interior typical of this time frame.

3. Greek Revival: Typical details of the time frame will be reviewed. Restoration by analysis and restoration research tools, such as period books and original contracts, will be discussed.

3:00 - 3:15
Break 
3:15 - 5:00
Italianate, Queen Anne, Gothic Renaissance Revival


Architecture and interiors of the last half of the nineteenth century in New Orleans will be discussed and the following case studies reviewed:

1. Three historic church restorations: the 1840 Gothic Revival St. Patrick's, the 1857 Renaissance Revival St. Alphonsus, and the 1860 German Baroque St. Mary's Assumption. The restoration of the plaster work of these churches will also be examined.

2. Gallier House, an 1860 Italianate residence built for and designed by architect James Gallier, Jr., restored as a house museum. Architectural features and interiors of the Civil War era will be discussed.

3. Hedgewood: Review of the adaptive reuse of an 1894 Queen Anne house into an ambulatory surgical center, which won an AIA Gulf State Honor Award.
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